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“The Corner Office”... How to Read Your Roof
Understanding the natural aging process of asphalt shingles.
In Central PA as well as across the
United States, asphalt shingles are used
on four out of five homes making them
the leading choice for
residential roofing. And
this is not surprising
when you consider their
many advantages. Asphalt
shingles offer the broadest array of
colors, shapes and textures available,
and they do it affordably.
		
Asphalt shingles are available in
traditional 3-tab shingles or thicker laminated “architectural”
shingles. Each will undergo a natural aging process over
time.
The purpose for this article is to help you recognize the
signs of asphalt shingle aging. By doing so, you will be able
to distinguish between natural processes that are no cause
for alarm and issues that do require attention and repair.

Aging is Natural
It is natural for your roof to age. The process begins as soon
as your shingles are installed and exposed to nature. The
sun can raise rooftop temperatures as high as 10-20 degrees
above ambient temperature, and the excessive heat will
inevitably take its toll.
Ultraviolet radiation from the sun has also been shown
to degrade and accelerate the aging of the shingles’ asphalt
layers. Other factors, such as pollution, hail, snow loads,
tree limbs and people walking on your roof, also contribute
to the natural aging process.
Asphalt shingles will begin to age as soon as they are
applied to your roof. And the visible effects will become
more noticeable over time. Minor curling, surface cracking,
blisters, algae stains, granule loss and buckling are all signs
of aging.

Curling
Curling is a common phenomenon in some shingles and is
not a defect. It is natural for
asphalt to age and asphalt
layers to shrink with time.
This shrinkage may result
in the slight curling of the
edges of the shingle.

Surface Cracking
While minor cracks may not be noticeable from the
ground, you might spot them while hanging your Christmas
lights. Intense heat from
the sun often allows
protective asphalt oils to
deplete, causing minor
cracks. Keep in mind that
these normal weathering
characteristics are not
cause for alarm as long as your shingles are still performing
their intended purpose of shedding water. Cracks that
penetrate through the fiberglass or organic mat should be
investigated.

Blisters
Occasionally, naturally occurring small, circular raised
areas know as blisters may appear on your roof.
(Please continue reading on page 2)
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These pockets may vary in size and be open (exposing the
asphalt) or closed. Blisters are often a direct result of under
ventilated attics or excessive use of plastic cement. Closed
blisters are not reason for concern as long as your shingles
are still shedding water. However, open blisters do mean
asphalt is exposed and immediate attention is required.
Algae Stains
In moist, humid areas, dark brown or black patches may
appear on roofs. These
streaks result in a dirty
rooftop, and are often more
visible on lighter- colored
shingles. This naturally
occurring stain is caused by
algae growth and will not
affect your shingles’ ability to shed water. Algae discoloration
should not be confused with moss or tree droppings, which
typically produce only localized discoloration.

Granule Loss

Since extra granules are used in the manufacturing process,
some granule loss is to be expected during the early years
of your roof. Other factors, such as foot traffic, hail, snow

or brushing tree limbs, may cause loose granules. However,
exposed asphalt due to granule loss is a reason for concern
and requires immediate attention.

Buckling

While not technically a sign of aging, a distortion of
shingles know as buckling
can occur months after
original application. Lack
of adequate attic ventilation
can increase the moisture
content of the decking
material. This may cause
expansion and movement of the wood deck to buckle
shingles.

What’s Normal? What’s Not?

Natural aging and minor physical changes are inevitable,
but they shouldn’t prevent your shingles from performing
their intended purpose of shedding water. However, if your
roof is more than 15-years-old and you see open blisters,
cracks visible through the fiberglass or organic mat, or
exposed asphalt due to granule loss, please call Hackman
SmartRoof to schedule a roof inspection.
For all the facts, call us at 1-800-Hackman. Or visit our
website at www.HackmanSmartRoof.com

Meet Percy & Spark Pug

Are you ready to meet two of the sweetest, most snuggly and fun little puppers
out there? Introducing Percy & Spark Pug, two of the newest litter of pups in the
2nd Chance 4 Life family. These two are siblings, but are open to exploring the
option of ending up in different homes. However, who wouldn’t want the chance to
have both?
These two have been with us since birth but are now nearing their six month
birthdays! What better way to celebrate six months of fun with getting a new home?
These boys are fun loving and just want to get outside to play.
Percy is a male pug mix with the distinct fawn color pugs are known for along
with that classic pug tail. He is young so he is still learning his etiquette but is
almost a master of going potty in the right places.
Spark Pug is a black and white pug mix with quite a bit of spunk! However,
his favorite thing in the world to do is cuddle. He was the “runt” of the litter, so he
doesn’t mind being babied. Like his brother, Percy, Spark Pug is still learning the
tricks of the trade but is more than eager to please.
(Continue reading on page 3)
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Sudoku Corner / Medium

Best-Ever Fried Chicken
Crispy, juicy and perfectly seasoned, this
really is the best fried
chicken recipe, ever.
Summer reunions and
neighborly gatherings will never be the
same.
Makes 4 servings

INGREDIENTS
1-3/4 cups all-purpose flour

1 large egg

1 tbsp dried thyme

1/3 cup whole milk

1 tbsp paprika

2 tbps lemon juice

2 tsp salt

1 broiler/fryer chicken

2 tsp garlic powder		

(Solution found on back page)
Meet Percy & Spark Pug
Continued from page 2

1 tsp pepper

PREPARATION

		
2 Chance 4 Life Rescue
provides homeless and abandoned
dogs and cats with a second
chance at life. If you’re interested
in adopting Percy or Spark Pug
be sure to visit their web site at
www.2ndchance4liferescue.org.
nd

For You...

Oil for deep-fat frying

(3-4 lbs), cut up

Call today to receive $500 OFF
your roof repair, replacement,
siding or spouting.
1-800-HACKMAN

*

Offer applies to new appointments scheduled through May 15, 2020 for residential roof
repairs, replacement, siding or spouting. Prior sales not included.
•Receive a 10% discount - up to $500 OFF. Cannot be combined with any other
special offer. Please present coupon at time of appointment.

1. In a shallow bowl, mix the first 6 ingredients.
2. In a separate bowl, whisk egg, milk and lemon juice until
blended.
3. Dip chicken in flour mixture to coat all sides; shake off
excess. Dip in egg mixture, then again in flour mixture.
4. In an an electric skillet or deep fryer, heat oil to 375 degrees.
5. Fry chicken, a few pieces at a time. 6-10 minutes on each
side or until golden brown.
6. Cut one piece to make sure juices run clear.
7. Drain on paper towels.
8. Enjoy!

For A Friend...

Call today to receive $500 OFF
your roof repair, replacement,
siding or spouting.
1-800-HACKMAN

*

Offer applies to new appointments scheduled through May 15, 2020 for residential roof
repairs, replacement, siding or spouting. Prior sales not included.
•Receive a 10% discount - up to $500 OFF. Cannot be combined with any other
special offer. Please present coupon at time of appointment.
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What Our Customers are Saying!

onderful service from the time of the 1st
call, through the estimate and completion
of the job. You all do a great job & are
wonderful people. We are very happy to
give you our business & will refer any we know
who needs work done. Thank you!” Lisa P
(Hummelstown)
“Great communication before, during and after
the job. Great experience all around.” Lou L
(Hellam)
“The roof looks great. Your crew was professional and
efficient. They removed the old shingles, installed the
new roof and cleaned up in one day. I appreciate your
hard work.” Claude F (Mechanicsburg)
“They did a good job and cleaned up everything. I’m
pleased with the work on the roof and the spouting.”
Sherwood H (Palmyra)

Here’s Some Fun Facts About PA !
Nickname: Keystone State
Motto: Virtue, Liberty and Independence.
State Animal: Whitetail Deer
State Beverage: Milk
State Bird: Ruffed Grouse
State Dog: Great Dane
Largest County:
Lycoming County is
actually larger than the
entire state of Rhode
Island!
PA is known for
alot of our country’s
firsts. Some of these
firsts include zoos,
the turnpike, and the
banana split.

